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Some of you may 
recognise this view 
of Colchester taken 
from the recently 
published Manual 
For Streets and will 
remember that its 
point is that 
pedestrian desire 
lines should not be 
unnecessarily 
impeded by street 
furniture, particularly 
having regard for the needs of the blind and partially sighted people. The manual then 
goes on to itemise the various options available to balance the needs of both 
pedestrians and vehicle drivers. TAG members must be at the forefront of this 
rethinking of the street scene and the interaction between the competing demands for 
use of space. We are all pedestrians but do we really need to become Mr Toads – poop 
poop!! – when we get behind the driving wheel. Equally, is it really wise to abandon the 
miles of barrier rails etc we have spent so many man-hours justifying and constructing 
in the past?  

There must be a balance between these diverse pressures and who better than TAG 
members to sort it out.   

Elsewhere in the Bulletin there are clear indications that organisations such as LGA 
and the new Municipal Experts Panel of ICE would welcome input and involvement 
from TAG and its membership. If there are doors which are open to us we should be 
ensuring we are going through them. 

President Mick Murphy has indicated his enthusiasm for holding an event at which 
members can share experiences and learn from colleagues who had to contend with 
the severe flooding experienced during the summer. This promises to be a hands-on 
opportunity to keep up to speed with the latest thinking and hopefully at a price which 
would be affordable to all without decimating departmental training budgets. 

 



 

 

TAG COUNCIL MEETING 
ON FRIDAY 21 

SEPTEMBER 2006   
JOINT WITH TAG 

TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE  

PRESENT were Mick 
Murphy, President and 18 
members and TAG 
Officers, together with 
Lyndsey Swift our 
speaker representing the 
LGA. 

 To open the Joint 
meeting, Lyndsey   
introduced herself as a 
Business Manager for 
Regeneration and 
Transport within the LGA 
with a wide brief. She 
explained that the LGA is 
keen to link with other 
organisations and their 
members and hopes to 
forge stronger links with 
professional 
organisations, such as 
TAG.  On Environment 
matters the LGA already 
has strong links with 
POS, but Transport is a 
very diffuse subject and 
the LGA has links with 
PTEG, BPA, CSS, ATCO, 
and TAG. 

Lyndsey has a key role in 
supporting managers 
involved with the 
Regeneration and 
Transportation Boards, 
although there are seven 
Boards within the LGA. 
She has informal links 
with all the other groups, 
but at the present time, 
Transport has a priority, 

with such matters as, the 
draft Transport Bill, 
Concessionary Fares, 
Rail White paper and LTP 
Consultation. 

Discussing Joint Working 
Initiatives, Lyndsey asked 
how effective has the 
LGA been recently and 
invited thoughts on how 
TAG and the LGA should 
link together. 

It was suggested that 
TAG could run suitable 
workshops with the LGA 
on topics relevant to TAG 
members. There should 
be closer links with the 
TAG Transportation 
Committee from now on 
and it was hoped that 
LGA staff would attend 
future meetings. The TAG 
Secretary said that the 
TAG Coastal & Fluvial 
Management Committee 
already meet regularly 
with the LGA Coastal 
Group. 

It was also felt that TAG 
could have an input in 
advance of papers and 
consultations being 
announced, as joined up 
lobbying would be more 
affective with the 
government. 

Several TAG members 
felt that local government 
was 'losing the plot' and 
that it was concentrating 
more on the strategic 
issues and ticking the 
right boxes than on 
frontline services. There 

was too much red tape 
and a lack of money 
being spent on front line 
staff at the expense of 
bureaucracy. The LGA 
were also trying to move 
towards dealing with 
performance and delivery 
issues rather than just 
concentrating on policy. 
As Gordon Brown wished 
to reduce red tape, 
perhaps the LGA and 
TAG should be pushing 
at this 'open door' and 
create incentives to move 
back to local services 
being the main priority. 

It is clear from the 
discussion that the LGA 
would welcome a more 
positive input from TAG. 
It is up to Individual TAG 
committees and TAG 
members to strive to build 
on this invitation. We 
already have good links 
between LGA and the 
Coastal and Fluvial 
management committee 
we need to strengthen 
these in other topic areas.  

Tag Exceptional Service 
Awards - Jon Freer & 
John Elliott 

The President explained 
that occasionally TAG 
presented exceptional 
TAG service awards and 
he was pleased to 
announce that four TAG 
members would be 
receiving an award this 
year. 



John Brown for his work 
in the Yorkshire area and 
on HELG, would be 
receiving his award at a 
meeting in the North 
East. Tony McGurk for 
his work in Northern 
Ireland would be 
receiving his award when 
the President went to visit 
the Northern Ireland TAG 
in December. 

However, the President 
was delighted to present 
the awards to Jon Freer 
and to John Elliott for all 
their hard work in making 
the TAG Transportation 
Committee the force it is 
today. Jon Freer was 
unfortunately not able to 
be present, but John 
Elliott accepted his award 
of an engraved pewter 
tankard and said a few 
words of thanks. 

 TAG committees 

Jon Freer has now 
stepped down from the 
position of Chairman of 
Transportation 
Committee the 
Transportation committee 
would be considering his 
replacement. 

Overview of TAG 
Committees for 2007/8 

The TAG Secretary 
explained that TAG did 
have other Committees 
and Topic Groups, which 
were formed for a specific 
topic, if enough TAG 
members were 
interested. These provide 
an excellent forum, via 
email or teleconferencing, 

to discuss topical 
problems with like-
minded colleagues and to 
create best practice 
guidelines for the use of 
TAG members. 

Sustainability & Climate 
Change - Mini Workshop 

 President Mick Murphy 
indicated his view that 
this subject  was certainly 
worthy of starting a topic 
group. His city of 
Newcastle has just 
completed a study of 
changes of climate on 
highways and 
transportation and he is 
conscious that this is just 
one area where climate 
change will have an 
effect. 

Joe Weiss has also 
completed a study of 
climate change within 
London and he will make 
the paper produced 
available to TAG 
members. 

A short discussion 
ensued on arranging a 
suitable mini seminar on 
the effects of climate 
change on local authority 
services. Several other 
members agreed that 
they had suitable 
information for such a 
seminar.  

It was generally agreed 
that there was enough 
information available for a 
day seminar or workshop, 
The President agreed to 
discuss this further with 
the National Secretary 
and the TAG PRO. 

The TAG Council & TAG 
Transportation 
Committee then split for 
their separate meetings 

Work Of  TAG  
Committees 

Coastal & Fluvial 
Management 
Committee -  

The TAG General 
Secretary reported he 
had recently spoken to 
Martin Wright who was 
giving a presentation to 
the LGA Coastal Special 
Interest Group on 25 
September 2007 to try to 
extend the link to the 
fluvial side of the 
committee. 

Work Of TAG Topic 
Groups  

Tim Walker from Belfast 
has tried to set up a TAG 
Waste Topic Group but 
following a discussion, it 
was generally agreed that 
other organisations and 
forums are better able to 
discuss the waste 
industry, such as APSE 
and PSNet. There is also 
an ICE Waste Group. 

It was agreed not to 
continue with the Waste 
Topic Group and 
members suggested that 
perhaps Tim could join 
one of the other forums 
and become a TAG link 
with one of them on 
waste matters. 

 Climate Change 

In view of the previous 
discussions on climate 



change, the President 
agreed to start a suitable 
Climate Change topic 
group. Anyone interested 
in joining this group 
should contact the TAG 
General Secretary in the 
first instance.  

Regional Committees 

Northern Ireland - Tim 
Walker, Chairman 

The TAG President 
reported that he was 
looking forward to 
attending a meeting of 
the NI TAG on 12 
December 2007. 

LoTAG - Mick Stone, 
Secretary 

Mick Stone reported that 
LoTAG are very active, 
with two main groups 
meeting on a regular 
basis. Group No 1 had 
met the previous 
Wednesday and had 
received a presentation 
from Hackney LBC about 
the removal of highway 
guardrails.  

All the information about 
the meetings and 
presentations are on the 
LoTAG website, which 
can be accessed through 
the TAG website 
www.tagonline.co.uk . 

David White reported that 
LoTAG Group No 2 also 
has various sub groups. 
He regularly attends an 
active subgroup, which 
represents all the 
southern London 
Boroughs. They have 
recently discussed such 

topics as highway 
maintenance, bridges and 
street lighting.  

North East - Andy Morris, 
Chairman  

Andy  reported that the 
new regional meetings 
were going well with 12 
people attending the last 
one. The next meeting is 
in Gateshead with a 
guest speaker from the 
Environment Agency who 
will give a presentation on 
the SUDS: Manual for 
Streets. 

South West - Roy 
Fairclough, Secretary 

Roy reported that the 
next meeting would be at 
Mendip Council on 9 
November when David 
Thomson will give a 
presentation on a suitable 
topic. 

There will soon be major 
changes in local 
authorities within the 
South West, as Cornwall, 
Exeter and Wiltshire are 
all set to become unitary 
authorities. This only 
leaves a part of Devon 
and Somerset with district 
councils. 

Membership Changes 
and Reports / Minutes / 
Notes of meetings  

The General Secretary 
outlined some changes to 
the regional teams and 
Presidential Team. 
Please let the General 
Secretary have any 
changes in your area. 

Work  Of  Other  
Organisations 

Liaison with other 
organisations 

Municipal Expert Panel - 
Mike Robinson 

Mike reported that the 
MEP had not met since 
the last TAG Council 
meeting.  

He was looking forward to 
the annual Conference on 
7 to 9 November 2007 in 
Glasgow when he will 
take over as Chairman of 
the MEP. 

The MEP is looking at the 
construction industry 
within local authorities 
and the affect the 
Olympics will have on 
future cost implications. 
The Olympics 
construction work will 
attract many workers and 
create a shortage of 
materials, such that 
prices for local authority 
construction work will be 
much higher in a couple 
of year's time. 

A draft report will be 
available in November 
and Mike asked if TAG 
would review the report 
and possibly publish it, if 
the ICE did not wish to do 
it themselves. 

Reports  By  
Presidential  Team 

President - Mick Murphy 

Mick informed members 
of his visit to see Mike 
Cannon at Urban Vision 
in Salford. Urban Vision is 



a joint venture company 
made up of three main 
partners, Salford MBC, 
CAPITA and AWG 
Morrisons. All the local 
authority staff transferred 
across to the new 
organisation, which is 
very lean. It is run on 
commercial lines and 
they have to attract work 
to survive - a change of 
culture for the joint 
venture. The scale of the 
regeneration work being 
undertaken is massive 
and the President said 
that he would ask if Mike 
would do a suitable 
presentation for TAG 
members. 

Mick has also sent a 
message to Peter Holmes 
at the Environment 
Agency about speaking at 
the climate change 
seminar on flood risk 
management. Once he 
had been agreed as a 
speaker then the rest of 
the seminar could be 
arranged. 

General Secretary – 
Roy Fairclough 

Roy reported that TAG 
had renewed the web 
access to the Municipal 
Year Book and all TAG 
members can view it 
online.  

The password details can 
be obtained from the 
General Secretary via an 
email request. 

Membership - Update 

Roy announced two new 
TAG members and two 

TAG Members had 
changed organisations 
since the last TAG 
Council meeting. 

Treasurer Jim Kinchesh 
pointed out that no 
budget had been allowed 
for the proposed seminar 
on Climate Change and 
so it should be organised 
with a minimum financial 
risk to TAG. 

PRO & Webmaster - 
John Holdsworth  

John informed members 
that all the British 
Standards would become 
EURO Codes from 1 
January 2008. He had 
recently spoken to Jeff  
Farrington who was 
willing to provide suitable 
training for TAG 
members. It was 
suggested that Jeff 
Farrington put together a 
suitable flier and the TAG 
PRO would circulate to all 
TAG members who could 
then organise suitable 
training at their own 
councils with Jeff  as 
necessary. 

Various presentations 
were now on the TAG 
website and the President 
agreed to provide the 
PRO with regular press 
statements for the 
Website.  

DATES  OF  FUTURE  
MEETINGS 

The next meeting is  
confirmed on 7 December 
2007 and is to be a  
Teleconferencing 
Meeting. 

Future TAG Council 
meetings for 2008:-   

7 March, 

 8 July, 

 12 September,  

5 December 2008 

AGM 14 May 2008 

 

TAG NORTH EAST  
REGIONAL MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 2007 

Tag North East held its 
Quarterly meeting in 
Gateshead on 28th 
September 2007 With 
Past President Andy 
Morris in the Chair and a 
good turn out of 17 
participants 

 The meeting heard a 
very topical presentation 
on Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems 

Making Space for Water 
2004 

Land use planning 
legislation PPS1 PPS3  
PPS23 PPS25 

Also highlighted  were 
some of the current 
systems and techniques: 

Infiltration Devices 

Permeable Surfaces 

Fitter Drains 

Swales  

Fitter Strips 

Ponds & Basins 

All of the above must be 
used in the appropriate 
location but from a Local 



Authority perspective all 
have maintenance issues 
associated with them and 
therefore present an 
adoption issue.    

It was generally accepted 
that SUDS need to be 
considered and built into 
new schemes but the 
issue of maintenance 
costs needs to be 
addressed in order to 
remove objections and 
impediments to wider 
scale installation.  

 John Barrell of Jacobs 
Consultancy then gave a 
presentation on the new Manual for Streets (MFS)  

There is a need to accept 
the philosophy of the 
manual and in designing 
schemes; the starting 
point is identifying the 
function of the street at 
the outset.  

The MFS can not be 
cherry picked and there is 
a need to consider urban 
spaces through a holistic 
approach.  

Creation of Home Zones 
– formal designation 
through Sec 268 of the 
Road Traffic Act 2000. 

This means that the 
street is no longer solely 
for the passage and re-
passage of vehicles.  

Trouble is that developers 
often create home zone 
style developments 
without adopting the 
whole concept and 
philosophy.  

Home Zones can cost up 
to £100/m2 but can 

provide other benefits 
such as reduction in 
crime and reduced social 
services intervention.  

Management groups are 
often set up by 
communities to take on 
some of the maintenance 
of planning and play 
equipment.  

John went on to talk 
about the latest research 
into the treatment of 
Mixed Priority Routes 
(MPR).  The pilot 
schemes have delivered 
significant regeneration 
benefits which may 
enable authorities to tap 
into other funding areas.  

In Discussion, Litigation 
issues are always raised 
with projects like these 
and are cited as a reason 
for not being proactive.  
In reality litigation has not 
been an issue.  

National Issues  

LGA now have a better 
mechanism for engaging 
with groups like TAG and 
are currently looking at:  

Draft Transportation Bill  

Concessionary Fares  

Rail White Paper  

LTP Consultation  

Also discussing with 
ministers performance 
monitoring of LA’s.  

TAG Transport 
Committee Agenda was 
circulated. Significant 
issues include LTP 
consultation, HELG , 

Transport Bill 
consultation.  

TAG intends to hold a 
mini seminar on flooding 
issues in South Yorkshire 
towards the end of 
November. ( Ed, this now 
looks like mid January 
2008)  

The next meeting will be 
on Friday 25th January 
2008.  

Possible discussion 
topics  will be Carbon 
Management Programme 
– Stockton 

Tree Guidance – 
Newcastle 

It is good to see that 
mutual support exercises 
like these are taking hold 
in the regions 

CIRIA HIGHLIGHTS  
EARLY NOVEMBER 

CIRIA training 

SUDS training - new 
dates announced! 

Sustainable drainage 
systems (SUDS) are 
arguably one of the most 
significant developments 
in urban drainage in 
many years. Awareness 
by practitioners and their 
implementation in 
developments is steadily 
increasing. Practical 
experience has led to a 
re-definition of best 
practice and a greater 
understanding of basic 
principles. 

These training modules 
have been developed in 
partnership with EPG and 



Robert Bray Associates 
to complement current 
regulations and the latest 
CIRIA SUDS guidance. 
The training programme 
will enable practitioners to 
efficiently plan, design, 
construct and manage 
SUDS schemes in 
accordance with best 
practice guidance and the 
relevant legal and 
regulatory framework.  

Click here to book your 
place! 

News | CPN events | 
CIEF events | LACL 
events 
Training | Publications | 
CIRIA partnerships | 
CIRIA newsletters 

News 

CIRIA project - volatile 
chemicals from the 
ground: industry feedback 
sought 

CIRIA supports the Water 
and Environmental 
Exchange (WEX) 
The Water and 
Environmental Exchange 
is an action oriented 
international summit for 
senior decision makers 
throughout the global 
water sector. 

CPN events 

Immigration and the skills 
shortage, 29 November 
2007, London 

list all CPN events 

 CPN - championing 
innovation and 
improvement in the 
construction industry 

CIEF events  

Strategy for sustainable 
construction - a private 
sector's perspective, 22 
November 2007, London 

Designing the way to 
improved health & 
wellbeing,  
5 December 2007, 
London 

Flood resilience and 
resistance - adapting to a 
climate of change, 11 
December 2007, Bristol 

Designing the way to 
improved health & 
wellbeing, 12 December 
2007, Manchester 

list all CIEF events 

 CIEF - improving 
performance in 
sustainable construction 

LACL events 

Contaminated land risk 
assessment models, 4 
December 2007, Belfast 

list all LACL events 

LACL - contaminated 
land management for UK 
local authorities 

Training & workshop 

Introduction to SUDS, 3 
December 2007, London  

Introduction to SUDS, 12 
December 2007, 
Scotland 

Introduction to SUDS, 16 
January 2008, 
Birmingham 

Brownfield projects: How 
to improve your financial 
performance, 6 

December 2007, London. 
A BRMF event 

Easy Access 
Environmental 
Management training 

Forthcoming courses 
details  

Publications 

Building Greener (C644) 

To order your copy and 
for full details of all CIRIA 
books visit 
www.ciriabooks.com 

Want to buy half price 
CIRIA books?  
Join the CIRIA Books 
Club and receive up to 
50% off CIRIA titles. 

CIRIA partnerships 

Buildoffsite  

Promoting construction 
offsite  

CEEQUAL  

CEEQUAL Assessor 
training course dates for 
2007 
Helping civil engineering 
projects achieve 
environmental 
performance excellence  

Modern Built Environment 
Knowledge Transfer 
Network (MBE KTN) 

Increasing the uptake of 
FRP composites in 
construction - the 
opportunities and 
barriers, 5 December 
2007, London  

A single, national network 
that envisages to bring 
together all organisations 



in the built environment 
supply chain 

Scottish Construction 
Centre  

Facilitating innovation 
and excellence across 
Scotland's construction 
industry  

CIRIA newsletters  

EVOLUTION - Autumn 07 
pdf download 

EMSAGG Bulletin 
pdf download 

SUDS - Drainage news  
pdf download 

Annual Review 2007 
pdf download 

 If you have any queries 
please email 
enquiries@ciria.org.  

 

 www.carparks4u.com 
 
In 2006 the website 
www.carparks4u.com  was 
launched, the first website 
that 
allowed anyone traveling to 
a new destination in the UK 
to seek out a car 
park with the desired 
facilities and in the most 
convenient location. 
The website covers in 
excess of 12500 "Publicly 
Accessible" car parks in the 
UK which are located using 
both grid coordinates and 
postcodes.  There are 
still car parks in existence 
which are being added to on 
a regular basis as 
and when the information is 
forthcoming. 
Earlier this year the website 
was updated and 
relaunched extremely 

successfully, in the three 
months since launch the 
traffic, measured in 
"Page Views", has risen 
from 200 per day to over 
1400 a day, at this rate by 
the end of the year the 
annual rate should be 
almost 2 million page views  
. 
It is fascinating to see the 
location of the visitors to the 
site including 
the USA and Canada, most 
of Europe and some 
unlikely places such as 
Russia, 
Azerbaijan, Thailand and Sri 
Lanka.  In the UK from 
where almost all of the 
traffic is generated there are 
visitors from all corners of 
the country with 
almost 150 locations listed. 
The website is intended to 
provide a useful 
function for a traveller which 
is why you can visit 
www.yell.com when you 
have located the most 
suitable car park, but 
cleverly if you want 
information on the nearest 
banks or restaurants as 
long a some exist in the 
area only those within the 
postcode area of the car 
park will be listed. 
Further improvements will 
include destination 
information and a live 
survey 
of customer's views of their 
"Parking Experience" in 
individual car parks. 
It has been suggested that 
this survey of parking 
customers could form the 
basis for an annual awards 
ceremony for perhaps not 
only the top 3 or 5 but 
perhaps the wooden spoon 
prize for the one with the 
lowest votes. 
The data is collected in a 

variety of ways, the principal 
one being directly 
from Local Authority parking 
managers who can access 
the database through my 
other website www.parking-
info.com with a User Name 
and Password.  Other 
methods include site visits 
which enables 12 figure grid 
coordinates to be 
measured using GPS 
technology giving sub-metre 
accuracy. 
 
www.parking-info.com 
<http://www.parking-
info.com/>  
www.carparks4u.com 
<http://www.carparks4u.com/
>  
Many Local Authorities and 
other organisations have 
added a link from their 
websites to 
www.carparks4u.com if you 
feel it would be helpful to 
your 
customers TAG member Ian 
Betts who runs the site 
would be happy  for 
members to add the link. 
  

TAG RESPONSE TO 
DFT CYCLING 
CONSULTATION  

We are indebted to the 
Transportation committee 
Secretary John Eliott who   
has submitted the 
following response to DfT 

Whilst TAG welcomes the 
production of this 
consultation draft Local 
Transport Note, and feels 
that it will raise the 
awareness of cycling 
issues within the 
practitioner community, 
the title is somewhat 
misleading as the note 



suggests very little that 
could be associated with 
'Design' and therefore it 
couldn't be treated as a 
'single source of 
reference'.  Indeed, the 
consultation draft 
provides less information 
on 'Design' than a range 
of documents produced 
by TfL including the 
'London Cycling Design 
Guide', the 'National 
Cycle Network Design 
Guidelines and Practical 
Details' produced on 
behalf of Sustrans, and 
from the wider arena, 
'The Cyclists' County' 
produced on behalf of 
Lancashire County 
Council.  

 The consultative draft, in 
its current form, is likely 
to be seen more in terms 
of the 'Collection of Cycle 
Concepts' produced by 
the Danish Road 
Directorate in 2000. 

TAG agrees with the 
generality of the advice 
provided as it manages to 
cover just about every 
cycling concept in current 
use within the UK.  It is 
unfortunate that the guide 
neither showcases best 
practice nor highlights 
practice to be avoided, 
and as such may suffer 
from the same criticisms 
levelled at Cycle Friendly 
Infrastructure. 

  Practitioners in the UK, 
and indeed overseas, 
expect LTNs to represent 
the best that we have to 
offer, the consultation 

draft is unlikely to be 
seen in this light 

. If the consultative draft 
is to be published in its 
current form, TAG 
believes that it would 
benefit from a wider 
range of relevant 
references/further reading 
at the end of each 
section, 

If the document is to be 
expanded, with the 
continued 
encouragement of 
cyclists to share the 
existing road-space with 
motor vehicles, which is 
often the only practical 
solution within the 
existing built 
environement  and 
current UK legislation, it 
would have been useful if 
the document had a 
section drawing up 
successful ideas to 
promote cycling from 
elsewhere in the world 
and how these could be 
acheived in the UK. 

  Two such examples 
might be the 'Bicycle 
Boulevard' concept from 
Portland (USA), or the 
'Bicycle Post' from 
Toronto.  The former 
could probably be 
introduced within the 
letter, if not the spirit of 
the current Traffic Signs 
Regulations, and may be 
applicable for cycle 
routes using residential 
streets. The latter allows 
secure cycle parking to 
be provided closer to 
cyclists ultimate 
destinations and can 

double up to reduce 
street clutter, for 
example, reducing the 
need for separate 
bollards, sheffield stands 
and poles for signing 
parking regulations. 

The consultative draft is 
very weak on network 
planning.  Whilst this was 
covered in some detail in 
Cycle Friendly 
Infrastructure, the state of 
the art has developed in 
the intervening decade.  

 Whilst TAG welcomes 
paragraph 1.3.4 
suggesting that 
'consultation with local 
cyclists is helpful',  the 
wording is weaker than 
that provided in 
paragraph 5.4.1 of Cycle 
Friendly Infrastructure.  It 
is also important to note 
that the constituency of 
vocal local cyclists tends 
to be small in most cases 
and therefore this can not 
be seen as an alternative 
to observation and 
professional judgement. 

  In the past, many cycle 
networks have been seen 
in terms of a quasi 
'Predict and Provide' 
which has led to 
disappointing outcomes 
in terms of cycle use. 

  The desire of engineers 
and designers to develop 
new routes and then 
attempt to encourage 
cyclists from their 
traditional routes, must be 
contrasted against 
identifying routes that are 
already in use and then 



seeking to improve 
conditions for cyclists.  
The latter would seem to 
be a more effective use of 
a finite resource and in 
many cases a quicker 
route to critical mass. 

We would welcome the 
publication of the Cycling 
Infrastructure Design LTN 
in a similar format to the 
Bus Priority Resource 
Pack.  

 Whilst departing from 
more traditional practice, 
this would allow relatively 
prompt publication of the 
current consultation draft 
in its current state, whilst 

having the benefit of 
keeping the document 
and discussion live, 
allowing the collation of 
examples, monitoring of 
the performance of 
different approaches and 
facilitating the futher 
development of informal 
professional networks. 

TAG welcomes the 
opportunity to comment 
at this stage, but as our 
constituency represents 
cycling officers within the 
main metropolitan and 
urban areas, TAG is 
surprised not to have 

been consulted/involved 
earlier. 

We would welcome the 
opportunity to comment 
informally on any further 
revisions of this LTN prior 
to publication, and also 
assist the DfT and 
Cycling England in 
moving the cycling and 
wider sustainable 
transport agenda forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

 

 Minutes And 
Matters Arising 
From June 15th 
Meeting 
Joe Weiss advised 
that the City of 
London have a 

standard charge for floor area  for supporting 
functions, he also advised that there is a 
questionnaire on any upfront payments being 
organised by CSS and TAG together.  He drew 
attention to the need to have a management 
spreadsheet to ensure spending Section 106 
monies received were spent, rather than having 
to be returned.  The importance of advising 
TAG members and others on this subject was 
stressed and  
 
LTP3 Consultation.  
Bob Donaldson briefed the committee on the 
latest state of play and confirmed he will do the 
response (circulated for comment 9-10-07).  He 
also described that maintenance and funding 
were being cut back from the 2005-6 position 
despite wording suggesting the Government 
was increasing funding.  Also that Authorities 
who had previously done good work on 
maintenance and got ahead of the game would 

be effectively penalized by the change in 
funding. 
Parking and Civil Enforcement. 
There is a major issue now of Local Authorities 
getting ready in time for the spring (March) 
start.  The practicalities of ensuring all the 
paperwork matches the requirements of the 
TMA Act is critical, there have been examples 
where standard tickets miss particular 
information and Authorities have lost vast sums 
of money.  It is also likely that the Police will 
give up on enforcement the moment this 
legislation is in place, so adding to the pressure 
on the remaining Authorities who have not yet 
gone ‘de-crim’.   Roger Khanna also referred to 
the fact that most enforcement operations 
(including the police and the various assistants) 
now go round in pairs rather than singly.  Such 
a change could add very substantially to the 
cost of parking enforcement and the difficulty in 
making the operation pay and not be a cross 
subsidy from motorists to poorer members of 
the community in every authority.      
SPARKS Cross Border Traffic Enforcement. 
John Elliott drew attention to the note from 
SPARKS that over 3 million foreign registered 
vehicles enter the UK each year.  At any one 
time there are 140,000 foreign registered 
vehicles and that they make up 1% of all traffic 
but 3% in London.  
  



Road Design And Maintenance Including 
Liasion Group And Boards, Asset 
Management Etc.  
Bob Barrett drew attention to the importance of 
asset management planning, referring to the 
West Midlands combined response. Also 
reported a conference on the subject in London 
shortly and the difference between Urban and 
Rural areas and in particular that the Counties 
were better resourced for this activity.   

Government / House Of Commons 
Transport Committee / Reports / 
Consultations Etc.  

Transport Bill.  

Copies of LGA and PTEG responses had 
been circulated with the agenda.  The report 
from the House of Commons Select 
Committee report (TAG gave written and oral 
evidence), had been made available.  John 
Elliott drew attention to most of the HOC 
Committee comments, many of which 
reflected TAG’s evidence.  The exception was 
that the Select Committee had the view that 
Central Government should maintain tight 
control over road pricing in order to “watch 
over” local government.  They also drew 
attention to: 

o privacy protection for drivers;  

o the need for a standardisation of 
systems where the Government must 
take the lead;  

sufficient improvement to local transport 
before the schemes were introduced; 

o a pilot for national studies.   

o they required a guarantee of 
frequencies and times of schedule 
buses as part of the process;   

o there should be legal safeguards that 
there could be no challenge to a quality 
contract;   

o PTAs should take account of the full 
range of policies, an issue particularly 
stressed by TAG;  

o on TIFs they supported a wider 
approach and funding should be open 
to all Authorities not just those with 
congestion charging; 

o as included in TAG’s evidence, other 
methods of traffic reduction should be 
included/allowed in TIF consideration;   

o they also drew attention to the long 
running issue that large scale road 
building has a potential to counter the 
objectives of the TIF funding.  

Intelligent speed adaptation.  

Hamish Keith outlined T f L’s progress with 
Intelligent Speed Adaptation. It was 
considered that this would initially be fitted to T 
f L vehicles and hopefully taxis.  It would not 
positively control speeds at this stage but 
would provide a vehicle ‘head up’ of the speed 
limit and would provide warnings.  The map of 
speed limits is the key and the Department for 
Transport is also developing a national speed 
limit data base.  Tom Tom navigation systems 
are working with T f L on this project but need 
the map to be updated by local authorities.  
LoTAG are closely involved, speeding is a 
particular issue for Pan-London road safety 
forum and the importance in reduction of 
collisions (a copy of Hamish’s presentation is 
available if anybody wishes a copy).   

National Business Travel Network (NBTN). 

John Elliott reported on the NBTN, hosted by 
T2000 / Campaign for Better Transport.  This 
group is an extension of the old Ground Floor 
Partners Group of businesses with knowledge, 
understanding and ability in travel planning. It 
is now extended to include some local 
authorities and closer involvement from the 
Department for Transport.   

Gershon savings proposal - An insurance 
based  proposal being developed  to reduce 
administration costs for Highways authorities 
which operate deposit schemes was outlined 
by Roger Khanna. This would mean savings 
for all finance departments in handling 
refundable financial deposits taken to cover 
Highways Act 1980 private works from skips to 
materials scaffolding and road crossings. 
Support in principle to such a scheme was 
given.  

DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS. 

30TH Nov. 07   IHT  London 

14th March 08   IHT  London 

20th June 08    Birmingham Airport.  



12th Sept. 08    IHT London 

28th Nov. 08     IHT London  

 

LOCAL TRANSPORT PLANNING THE 
NEXT STEPS 

The following is a  
summary of  the 
observations made 
in the consultation 
exercise by the 
Transportation 
Committee on 
behalf of TAG 

Doubtless individual Authorities will 
have expressed their own comments  
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MANAGING ASBESTOS REMOVAL  

 

The following note is reproduced, 
courtesy of the Association for Project 
Safety. 

Whilst it may not be the lot of many 
TAG members to have to manage 
Asbestos removal, for those who do 
this is a timely reminder of 
responsibilities. 

The Asbestos Removal Contractors 
Association (ARCA) has provided the 
following guide for clients undertaking 
asbestos removal works:  
Main Contractors and Clients should be 
aware that their Health and Safety 
responsibilities for asbestos removal work 
do not end once they have appointed an 
HSE licensed asbestos removal 

contractor. It is important to remember that 
you cannot subcontract your health and 
safety responsibilities, and that Sections 2 
and 3 of theHealth and Safety at Work etc. 
Act 1974, the requirement to ensure the 
safety of both employees and non-
employees, apply to all employers. If any 
contractors, not just asbestos removal 
contractors, are working on your premises, 
or on premises which you control, then you 
have a legal duty to ensure that their work 
does not have an adverse effect on the 
health and safety of others on the site or 
premises under your control. If you are not 
competent to manage the contract yourself 
you should consider employing the 
services of someone who is.  

 
It is common to utilise the services of a 
“project manager” to monitor the progress 
of the job on behalf of the Client. A project 
manager would be engaged purely to 
receive copy documents and monitor the 
progress of the work against the agreed 
plan of work. The project manager would 
not have authority to instruct the contractor 
except through the client, to stop work etc. 
If it is considered necessary that the job 
should be more actively managed a 
“project supervisor” should be appointed.  

 
A supervisory asbestos licence issued by 
the HSE is required when a project 
supervisor is exercising ‘direct supervisory 
control” over the contractor who is 
removing, repairing or disturbing asbestos.  

Direct supervisory control is taken to mean 
where there is direct and immediate 
influence over the site activities, i.e. 
stopping the work, and will involve 
supervising all ancillary work, and may 
involve entering the asbestos enclosure. 
Many ATAC (asbestos testing and 
consulting, a division of ARCA) member 
companies possess a supervisory 
asbestos licence.  



During the contractor selection process the 
contractor’s management systems should 
be closely scrutinised. If a thorough and 
rigorous selection process is undertaken, 
the end result will be the appointment of a 
competent, well resourced and well 
managed contractor.  

 

Most work with asbestos requires the 
contractor to hold a valid asbestos licence 
issued under the Control of Asbestos 
Regulations 2006. Licenses for work with 
asbestos are issued by the HSE and will 
contain conditions. These should be 
studied carefully to determine that the 
proposed works fall within the scope of the 
contractors licence. The existence of a 
current licence may be confirmed by 
checking the HSE website 
www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos or by asking the 
proposed contractor to submit a copy.  

The contractor should be able to provide 
suitable references for work of a similar 
nature as asbestos materials have a wide 
range of characteristics and associated 
risks. A contractor should be able to 
provide references for work with the 
appropriate material in a similar location or 
environment. Removal of asbestos in 
occupied premises requires a greater level 
of expertise and supervision than on a 
vacant site.  
All contractors are required to possess 
employers and public liability insurance 
appropriate to their activities. In respect of 
insurance for asbestos related work, 
additional cover is required, and 
examination of the contractor’s insurance 
schedule will reveal the presence of this 
additional cover. 

 ARCA, the asbestos removal contractors 
association, ensures that all its members 
possess a valid asbestos licence and 
current and appropriate insurance cover.  
 

Once the contractor has provided sufficient 
information to prequalify he may be invited 
to submit a proposal for carrying out the 
specified works. The scope of works for 
which the contractor is bidding should 
have already been determined; this can 
only be done following a type 3 survey as 
defined in MDHS 100 “Surveying, 
sampling and assessment of asbestos 
containing materials”. This would meet the 
legal requirement to identify all asbestos 
containing materials before work 
commences.  
It is important to emphasise that awarding 
a contract should not be on the basis of 
cost alone, as poor work cannot easily be 
rectified, adverse publicity is generated 
and the confidence of the building occupier 
lost. You should arrive at a notion of “best 
value” based on the selection criteria of 
competence, methodology, resources and 
cost. You should  

review submitted tenders to ensure that 
the selected contractor will be able to 
complete the work to a satisfactory 
standard at a reasonable cost.  
ARCA recognised the need to 
demonstrate to clients that it’s members 
were the leading contractors within the 
asbestos removal industry and able to 
carry out asbestos removal works to the 
very highest standards. 

 ARCA therefore introduced the Site Audit 
Accreditation Scheme which is now a 
mandatory part of membership. All 
potential ARCA members must start the 
process of accreditation before they are 
accepted into membership and must be 
accredited within 12 months of coming into 
membership in order to  maintain their 
membership. 

 All other ARCA members must continue 
to undergo 2 successful independent site 
audits each year to demonstrate their 
professionalism and maintain their 
membership of the association.  
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