LOTAG Group 2 meeting 6 April 2004

Lobeg Report

The last bi-monthly financial monitoring of 2003/04 for the assessment and strengthening programme has been achieved, for the first time, through a new system on the web.  This has generally been successful for most boroughs, though the usual database system was still in place as a back-up if needed.  It is hoped that the new process will make the London-wide process easier, quicker and more reliable.

Lobeg recently provided information on the backlog of maintenance for the capital’s bridges (including anticipated strengthening costs) to DfT, for submission to the Transport Select Committee.  This has been obtained from a variety of sources, including the TfL sponsored Asset Condition Survey, but more reliable estimates for the next ten years or so, especially for strengthening, should be obtained for future use.  This will aid the case for adequate funding.

Network Rail are undergoing yet another re-organisation which could seriously affect the assessment and strengthening of NR bridges (the Bridgeguard 3 programme).   Alan Hardie, their Bridgeguard 3 co-ordinator has left, and several other people on the team are uncertain of their jobs.  It is unclear how NR intend to carry on the programme, if at all, and continuity is bound to suffer.  The Lobeg/Network Rail Working Group will continue to press for progress, provided there are NR representatives able to attend.  Several boroughs are still awaiting information from Network Rail so they can complete their post-Selby Risk Ranking for road vehicle incursions onto railway land.

The various Lobeg working groups (Piped Subways. Thames Crossings, LUL etc) still meet regularly, though there is still concern with the latter group with respect to lines of responsibility. 

Bridge security should be kept under periodic review in the light of recent events, and Lobeg from time to time reminds its members of this.  Lotag representatives could usefully repeat this point to colleagues.

The Lobeg AGM is scheduled for the 23 April.








Frank Paine, Lobeg Chairman,
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