London Bridges Engineering Group

Note of Bridges Board Meeting 4 February 2004

1. Bridge maintenance backlog.  DfT have asked for data. Discussion on definitions – DfT include strengthening in maintenance

2. Bridge management Code of Practice.  Work has commenced.  Long discussion on methods of publication.  FP’s view was that it should be via the DMRB to give it weight and longevity.  Consensus was that it should be through the Roads Liaison Group.

3. Research on Masonry Arch Bridges project about to start.  Funding is available.  

4. An Abnormal Loads Code of Practice is out for consultation.  This supposedly introduces “self-escorting” (i.e. no police control) for most abnormal load movements, which has actually been the case from 1 January.  Bridges Board were not consulted before publication.

5. Network Rail are trying to introduce new standard Works Agreements for work over or under their track.  These are very onerous and contain many problem clauses.  Some authorities are being forced to sign up to them to progress their schemes.  Negotiations with NR are led by Kent CC and FP has assisted in these.  The NR representative at BB gave the rationale behind some of the problem clauses, some of which hinge on HSE/legal requirements.  Public Liability Insurance levels are major stumbling blocks.

6.The LUL representative was approached informally by FP to help resolve issues of responsibilities, and has promised to try and help.
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