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Dear Colleagues

Control of Skips on the Public Highway

The City Council is becoming increasingly concerned with builders’ skips placed on the public highway in terms of compliance with the requirements of the Highways Act 1980 and the Builders Skips (Markings) Regulations 1984.

The problems relates to skip companies supplying hirers with defective skips that are not compliant with the Builders Skips (Markings) Regulations 1984, e.g. they lack legible details of the supplier and more importantly, lack broad fluorescent stripes at each outer facing corner of the skip. Additionally, skips are frequently left uncovered when not in use and unlit during the hours of darkness, in contravention of the Highways Act 1980.

Enforcement of the above legislation and regulations is costly and prosecuting perpetrators is a timely process that in most cases far exceeds the costs of taking Court action than any subsequent remuneration that the Court’s might award.

I am proposing to seek additional powers, by means of the London Local Authorities and Transport for London Bill, to seek the following:

· to decriminalise skips’ offences making skip companies liable for penalty charge notices 

· to enable the full recovery of costs associated with removing skips and lighting and covering them from the skip company and impose liability for the costs of moving and removing skips on the company rather than the hirer

· require skips to be fitted with integral lights and fixed operable covers 

Our Parliamentary Agents, Sharpe Pritchard, have now drafted provisions for inclusion in the relevant Bill, through which it is hoped to obtain the greater powers to enforce.

The purpose of writing to you is to establish whether your Authority shares the City Council’s concerns and if so, would you be accommodating in providing such support by means of a letter that would be appended to our “Proof of Evidence”, to be used in support of the clauses.

The timetable for the Parliamentary process and procedure for the Bill is onerous as provisions have to be deposited in the House by the end of November. It would be desirable to have a good idea of the level of support for the provisions from other Local Authorities, together with any supporting documentation.

There is considerable work to be done in terms of collating facts and figures to assist our base arguments. As such, should you be minded to support Westminster, further documentary evidence will be needed from you and other Authorities as to the scale of the problem concerning skips in your Borough. 

In the first instance, to justify the draft legislation, information to be supplied should include:

· skip applications processed, (an annual figure should suffice)

· number of licences issued in a year

· number of licences refused in a year

· details of enforcement action, such as the number of unlicensed skips, prosecutions against skip companies and or / hirers in contravention of conditions of licence

· any particular local policies and best practise that may be relevant and importantly;

· your assessment of current costs associated with enforcement

I trust the above provides sufficient detail to enable you to come to an informed view.

Should you require any additional information, please contact my colleague, Brent Turton on 020 641 2581, or email bturton@westminster.gov.uk.

I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely

Martin Low

Director of Transportation

cc:
Brent Turton, Transportation Department, 10th Floor, City Hall 

   
Gary Blackwell, Legal Services Department, 15th Floor, City Hall

    
Alastair Lewis, Sharpe Pritchard
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