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	Laura Savill
	TFL
	Notes


	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Apologies for absence were received from Barry Ayres (Bromley), Jim Brennan (Croydon), Stan Harvey (Bromley),  John Judge (Tower Hamlets)Tony Putt (Kensington and Chelsea), John Roberts (Westminster), Jonathan Westell (Hillington).  


	

	2.
	Notes of 11 January 2005 and Matters Arising
No matters arising.

A lunch will be served at the next meeting – 5th July, which is to be held in District Room (Rm 727), 7th floor east wing 55 Broadway.

	

	3. 
	Highway Maintenance Seminar – 10 June 2005
The Government Office for London is arranging a Highways Maintenance Seminar on behalf of Department of Transport for 10 June 2005.  List of members have been forwarded to Stephen Shuster so that an invite can be sent out.  

	

	4.
	Joined Up Working
The Gershon  Review requires that TfL and partners make efficiency savings of £125m.  Director of Street Management Keith Ollier’s letter of 14 February sent to LoTAG 1 suggesting setting up a group between TfL and London Boroughs to work together on various issues.  It was circulated to LoTAG Group 2.  
DS suggested that the both LoTAG Group 1 and 2 should be represented.  Cliff Woolnoth and Gordon Prangnell volunteered.  DS to give names to Keith Ollier.

	DS

	5.
	RLG and Board Reports
RLG – notes on web site.
            Gershon Review – Highway Agency are consulting with local authorities to help achieve efficiencies.

            Terms of Reference and name of RLG – Members of the RLG feeding back regarding ToR which will then be circulated for review.  Name not resolved yet but UK Highways Commission favoured.

             BVPI 96 – some authorities who have calculated TTS BV96 04/05 are expressing concern about road condition compared to 03/04 results.  DfT have considered removing the surface texture measurement from the 04/05 calculation but there is doubt whether the threshold levels have been correctly set.  Because of the concern by some RLG members DfT are reconsidering retaining the surface texture measurement in the BV96 calculation for 04/05.  TfL are still going to fund BVI survey on footways and carriages. Either way, there is considerably more discussion to be had.
            Disability Discrimination Act (DSA) – this act does apply to road maintenance.  Atkins to include guidance in the Code of Practice.

BBC has sent a letter  to a number of authorities under Freedom of Information Act regarding backlog and investment in roads.  DoT still not in a position to publish on the definition of the backlog.
Roads Board

            Gordon Prangnall will circulate Code of Practice for Highway Maintenance paper (first draft) produced by Atkins.
Note: hard copy only available; unable to circulate
Lighting Board

            Concern over the increase of 44% in un-metered supplies from 1/4/05.  A letter has been sent to OfGEM and DTI expressing concern at the increase in energy prices for street lighting.  OfGEM are to investigate further after receiving additional information has been collated by the local authorities.

            Street Lighting Code of Practice was launched last year but would like feedback on the document.

Bridge Board
             Bridges Code of Practice should be ready to be launched in May.

             An estimate of maintenance backlog for bridges was made 5 years ago, but there is a lack of consistency in inventory and condition.  The new Code should address this nationally.

Traffic Management Board

             TMA – Part 2 of the act is being rolled out.  Permits/Notices/Directive regs to be laid before Parliament in summer.

             Transport Direct have been asked to compile a national register which provides a database of all off-street parking provision in the country.

              Traffic Management Orders – DfT looking at simplication of TMO’s.   Proposal is to remove the need to advertise in local papers and rely on letter drops.  Comments needed in 2 weeks.         

   
	GP

	6.
	Reports – Structures (LoBEG, ASELB)

              LoBEG – paper on web site. 
              AGM to take place 21 April.

              Web-based financial monitoring system for the bridge assessment and strengthening programme is working well and is to be developed further.

ASELB

                Paper on web Site.

                Spring Seminar to be held 14th April.           


	

	7. 
	Asset Management Plans
               Discussed whether London should have a common plan rather than 33 separate models.  There appears to be a need for something more concrete to work on so that detailed work can be put together.  Issues have to be identified that nobody has looked at yet – what assets to put in the inventory; explain to Members that is best to keep assets so they do not devalue.  There is still a lot of detailed work to be done. 

	

	8.
	Environment
TfL to launch the Streetscape Guidance after the election in the summer and Barnet, Hammersmith and Fulham will be publishing Streetscape Guidance shortly.
TfL London Cycle Design Standards also to be launched shortly.
	

	9.
	Any Other Business
DS briefly explained Streets reorganisation.
ESDAL – Highways Agency’s initiative – up to date database on abnormal loads. London Boroughs are happy to participate but want some guidance and agreement from LoTAG and LoBEG.  DS endorse the system on behalf of LoTAG and Frank Paine will be asked to do the same for LoBEG.
Highway Maintenance Steering Group – notes on the web site

HAUC – notes on web site.

LB Hounslow would like to have some roads reclassified because of the usage of freight traffic on local roads.  General discussion concluded not eligible.

	

	10.
	Environment – Drainage
Consultation on DeFRA paper now out. Roads Board likely to respond through Chris Capps of Cambridge. Not really applicable to any great extent in London except maybe in the larger outer boroughs.


	

	11.
	Asset Management planning
DS had completed a draft write up of the recent LoTAG/TfL meeting to discuss asset management. Copies would be circulated with the minutes.

Now no need to have a separate LoTAG/TfL meeting on asset management as this could be handled directly through Group 2.
TfL and LoTAG both have reps on the UK Boards and CSS Asset Management working groups. 

Need to build on the Herts document and the Opus framework document.

The boroughs are keen to take this issue forward with TfL in a joined up way looking at AM plans and policy across London in order to develop a plan for London as a whole.

Need to convene a group to look into this.


	

	12.
	Kerb Handling – next steps
Notes circulated

- dates for next HSE workshop to be in November


	

	13.
	Long term planning for recruitment of Civil Engineer/transportation trainees planned by TfL
Could forge a link with LotAG Group 1

Discussed School Academy TfL CoL Newham – adopting NVQ’s and forming links with others e.g. London Underground/Network Rail – colleges etc

DS reported on various courses/training programmes needing to compare with national training programmes


	

	14.
	Any other business
Winter maintenance to prevent ice forming on footways – TfL looking at trial using Quad bikes – Code at practice includes winter maintenance.
 
	

	15.
	Dates of future meetings
4th October 2005 – District Room 55 Broadway
11th January 2005 – 10th Floor 55 Broadway
5th July 2005
	


