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LoLEG - London Lighting Engineers Group

Notes of meeting held on the 10th July 2007, 0900 to 1300 at LB Haringey Civic Centre.

Present:

Ian Goodger
(IG)

LB Hounslow 

John Bowdery (JB)

LB Harrow

Peter Withers (PW)

LB Croydon

Andrew Porter (AP)

LB Richmond

Annette Bowdery (AB)
LB Islington

Sebastian Navaranjan (SN)LB Ealing  

Stephen Jone (SJ)

LB Barking and Dagenham

Mathew Havill (MH)

LB Enfield

Roy Walker (RW)

LB Hammersmith and Fulham

Phil Lain (PL)

LB Camden 

Tim Edwards
(TE)

LB Hillingdon

Carl Woodward (CW)
LB Hackney 

Steve Carroll
(SC)

LB Hackney 

Apologies:

Trevor Rawson

LB Hackney


Bill Neate


LB Newham

Paul Dillon


LB Sutton

Jo Hollier


LB Bexley

Ron Thorogood

LB Newham

1) Benchmarking 
a) BV215 –Definition, comparisons and updates:

SC began by reiterating Hackney’s own results from its internal audit of BVPI 215a/b, and highlighted the variances in the reported results given by various authorities as being partly attributed to the guidance and its interpretation by each authority. 

AB gave examples of how her authority’s policy of scouting on a Friday had a detrimental effect to their results by adding additional days taken to carry out repairs.

The policy of scout and repair used by some authorities, although more expensive, resulted in better returns data.

b) Data assembly and spreadsheet – progress made:

To date, only LB Hounslow and Bexley have provided data for the benchmarking spreadsheet.  LBH is currently awaiting all the other LoLEG authorities to provide their feedback.

c) Night scout survey (RB Kensington & Chelsea) –feedback:

No details were available.

d) Column condition indicator:

There was a brief discussion highlighting some of the issues surrounding the various types of column condition tests carried out by authorities and how this would impact on maintenance costs.  No further details were known as to when the column indicator would feature in the BVPIs.

e) Any other business:

There was no other business.

2) LoLEG

a) Update from LoTAG Group 2 meeting – future events, collaborations:

Unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances TR was not present to provide information on this section. 

b) Update from UK Lighting Board:
TE attended the meeting of the UK Lighting Board on the 4th July, and provided the following summary;

Scotland has produced a document on light pollution, to be considered by Lighting Board as basis for national document. The link to this document can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/170172/0047520.pdf.
National Energy Survey from 2006, DfT statisticians to complete analysis.

Unmetered supplies should only be provided for loads under 500w unless metering not practical, metered supplies do attract other benefits in terms of compensation.

Competition in connections – Caerphilly tripartite agreement trial completed but agreement continues until contract expires in 2008.

OFGEM consultation document, response due in July, performance standards targets likely be that of the best performers so that the worst improve.  There would be national standards and no option to pay more for a better service.

Review of the Roads Liaison Group and the Boards, DfT still to have a major involvement but the Boards need to be able to disagree with the government therefore, the chairs to be independent. Terms of reference to be revised.

Research Projects funded in 2007/08

CSS

Use of passive safety columns and signposts on local roads

Review of the Class and Quality of Street Lighting classes

Guidance on the financial returns on spend to save initiatives

Review of Luminaire maintenance factors – HA interested in this, possible part funding

DfT

Commuted Sums - in progress by Chris Briton

Maintenance & design standards for local roads scoping study - just let to WS Atkins – would it be useful to have national standards 

Cost benefits of lighting on night time accidents - started

Mini Scanner – development of scanner for minor roads – let

HA

Review of the requirements for the illumination of traffic signs and traffic bollards – possible part funding by TfL for the local roads part.  Scotland interested and may have some funding.

Development of low energy light sources

Variable lighting levels inc part night – motorways

Maintenance standards

Alternative safety measures

Ideas for new research projects

Manual for Streets – section on lighting not considered good – Dave Coatham following this up.

LTP funding – current allocations outside London 5% of allocation is for lighting.  Could we compile a list of other possible sources of funding?

PFI update

Current round are on hold, it has to be decided where this sits on the DfT balance sheets as this could wipe out all transport funding.

c) Report back from County Surveyors Society Lighting Group – Mick Trussler:

Mick Trussler was not available to present his findings to the group.

d) DNO issues:

SC asked whether any of the group had any reports under DNOs.  From this there were some discussions on the differences in the schedule of rates that authorities were being charged. SC gave details of a recent situation that he had had, involving varying charges applied by EDF based on “ready columns” and advised other members to be aware of this possible trend.

RW asked whether any other authorities had received an invitation to attend an EDF event on the 11th in Greenwich.  No other details were known, other than that the media would also be in attendance as well as a number of high profile dignitaries.  RW said that he would inform the group at the next LoLEG meeting.

e) TfL street lighting issues:

SC commented that there had been little information concerning TfL and Street lighting issues, and what they where doing.  However it was generally known that Terry Felstead 

had been seconded to TfL for 3 days a week.  AB pointed out that it would useful to arrange for someone from TfL to attend future meetings.  It was also recommended that Terry Felstead should be invited to one of the future LoLEG meetings.

f) Local Government Energy procurement Action Plan – Street lighting:

As Trevor Rawson was unavailable to present this section, SC briefly commented on the document relating to Local Govt Energy Procurement, (attached to the previous notes) simply stating that LBH had an Energy Manager responsible for the boroughs energy requirements.  Although he acknowledged that each authority may have their own energy strategy.

He finalised by saying that there had been significant savings made by using green energy than that on the previous financial year, noting that the pressure was on to reduce energy costs amongst authorities.

g) PFI schemes – further developments?

All current PFI schemes previously on hold have now been deferred until the beginning of next year possibly due to funding constraints.  AB gave an overview of the current situation regarding her local authority’s PFI programme.
h) Any other business:

CW raised the issue regarding adding content to the meetings, to ensure that they continue to be of benefit to the group.  He asked whether they were topics which the group would like to see discussed and asked for feedback in time for the next meeting.

Other areas of discussion included Structural Testing and the issues surrounding it and remote monitoring schemes.

Please note that Gareth Pritchard of the HEA will be attending the next LoLEG meeting in Hounslow, and will be giving a presentation on sector training scheme for client side lighting engineers.

I) Dates of future meetings:

9th October 2007, LB Hounslow

8th January 2008, LB Camden (TBA)

Meeting ended at 12:30pm
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